
 
Florence-Firestone Community Meeting Summary 

 
Date:  February 21, 2002 
 
Time: 6:30 p.m. 
 
Location:  Miramonte Elementary School  
       1400 E. 68th St. 
       Los Angeles, CA  90001 
 
Summary: 

The community meeting was attended by approximately 33 persons from the community of 

Florence-Firestone, in addition to representatives from Regional Planning, Community 

Development Commission, Public Works, the Sheriff’s Department, CHP (California Highway 

Patrol, and the First and Second Supervisorial Districts. 

 

Regional Planning staff explained the proposed zone changes, that will help eliminate 

incompatibilities between uses, and the proposed CSD (Community Standards District), which 

will address the unique land-use issues in the community.  In addition, staff informed the 

community of one more community meeting that will take place sometime in late April or early 

May, as well as the timeline for the adoption of the zone changes and CSD. 

 

The community supported the commercial, industrial, and residential landscaping requirements 

proposed in the CSD.  Two/three members expressed concern over the 72 hour limit set for 

removal of graffiti.  Additionally, they would be responsible to pay for the expense of 

maintaining the property graffiti free and providing the paint necessary to accomplish the task.  

The community was informed that the county has a Graffiti-Hotline they may call and ask for the 

removal of graffiti as well as contacting the Department of Public Works for free paint.  Deputy 

Barbosa of the Sheriff’s Department was in attendance and explained to the community that 

graffiti is a long-standing problem and they need the communities help in order to control the 

problem.   

 

In addition, the community was concerned about the new sign regulations, which would restrict 

sign size and render many existing signs non-conforming.  The concern focused on the signage 

limitations in the proposed CSD; restricted to 1 square foot of signage for every linear foot of 



building frontage.  Staff informed the community that based on their input the sign portion of the 

CSD would be revisited and the new proposal would be presented to them at the next community 

meeting.    

 

The community was concerned about the residential uses in commercial areas and those areas 

proposed for commercial uses.  Staff informed the community that the proposed CSD 

encouraged new residential uses without the need for a CUP (Conditional Use Permit) and 

allowed existing residences to remain. 

 

Overall the meeting attendees supported the zone-change recommendations and provisions of the 

draft CSD.  Additionally, there was general agreement on the Florence Avenue recommendations 

to transform this main commercial corridor into a pedestrian environment. 

 

Other issues were raised which are not related to planning/zoning.  These include traffic, safety, 

gangs, health issues, etc. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 



Florence-Firestone Community Meeting Summary 
 
Date:  May 16, 2002 
 
Time:  6:30 p.m. 
 
Location:   Mary McLeod Bethune Park, Gym 
 1244 E. 61st St. 
 Los Angeles, CA  90001 
 
Summary: 
 
The community meeting was attended by approximately 70 persons from the community 

of Florence-Firestone, in addition to representatives from Regional Planning, Community 

Development Commission, Public Works, the Sheriff’s Department, CHP (California 

Highway Patrol), deputies from the First and Second Supervisorial Districts, as well as a 

representative from the Los Angeles County Chief Administrative Office. 

 

Regional Planning staff provided a brief summary of the proposed zone changes, that will 

help eliminate incompatibilities between uses, and the proposed Community Standards 

District (CSD), which will address the unique land-use issues in the community.  Staff 

updated the community on the revised sign regulations and the proposed housing 

incentive, which would allow the continuation, improvement, and development of 

residential structures within the commercial zones.  In addition, staff from the Zoning 

Enforcement Section gave a brief presentation on the code/zoning violation process. 

 

Due to a large number of concerns from the community, not related to planning/zoning, 

the Sheriff’s Department Deputies answered questions related to crime and other related 

community safety concerns.   

 

Overall the meeting attendees supported the zone-change recommendations and 

provisions of the draft CSD.  At the conclusion of staff presentations a question and 

answer period took place, where the key meeting topics included:  code enforcement 

issues, graffiti, property maintenance, environmental study, and Transit Oriented District 

(TOD). 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 



Florence-Firestone Regional Planning Commission Hearing 
 
Date:  June 10, 2002 
 
Time:  6:30 p.m. 
 
Location:   Mary McLeod Bethune Park, Gym 
 1244 E. 61st St. 
 Los Angeles, CA  90001 
 
Summary: 
 
The Regional Planning Commission hearing was attended by approximately 30 persons 

from the community of Florence-Firestone, in addition to representatives from Regional 

Planning, Community Development Commission, deputies from the First and Second 

Supervisorial Districts, as well as a representative from the Los Angeles County Chief 

Administrative Office. 

 

Mr. Sorin Alexanian explained the reasoning behind the Florence-Firestone Study, 

background report, and the major concerns of the community.  Maria Majcherek 

presented the proposed General Plan amendments, and zone changes, which will help 

eliminate incompatibilities between uses, and the proposed Community Standards 

District (CSD), which will address the unique land-use issues in the community.  

Additionally Staff highlighted the revised sign regulations and the proposed housing 

incentive, which would allow the continuation, improvement, and development of 

residential structures within the commercial zones.   

 

The Commission questioned if the proposed 35 foot height limit in the R-4 zone would 

result in fewer units being built.  Mr. Alexanian explained that the height limit would 

encourage new development to be in character with the existing neighborhood and that 

higher densities could be accomodated within the proposed 35 foot limit.  The 

Commission then opened the hearing for public testimony.   

 

Testimony was heard from Mr. Dimitrios Stavros, president of the Florence-Firestone 

Chamber of Commerce, who said redevelopment efforts and the CSD are welcome and 

beneficial to the community commercial areas.  In addition, Mr. Stavros praised Regional 

Planning Staff as being responsive and helpful.  Mr. Steve Stackhouse of Velocitel, who 
C:\Documents and Settings\stae\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\OLK3\June 10 Mtg Summary.doc 



is currently representing AT & T Wireless, asked if a CUP would be needed for housing 

on commercially zoned property.  Mr. Alexanian explained that the housing incentive in 

the CSD would allow residential uses without the need for a CUP.  Mr. Joseph Titus, Ms. 

Paola Garcia, Ms. Mary Williams, and Mr. Eduardo Perez expressed concerns with 

enforcement, yard sales, trash/debris, garage conversions, overcrowding, and graffiti, 

especially along the railroad, Blue-Line, and overpasses in the Florence-Firestone 

community.  The Commission expressed the need for stronger county enforcement and 

services in this community and directed staff to look into the City of South Gate’s graffiti 

abatement program, vacation of alleys to homeowners, and to determine the institutional 

owners of the railroads, overpasses, and Blue-Line.  

 

The Commission approved the General Plan amendment, zone changes and CSD and 

directed staff to bring back appropriate findings and resolutions (Bellamy, Rew, and 

Valadez voted Aye; Helsley and Modugno absent).  The Commission also discussed that 

the Board of Supervisors allocate funding for a pro-active graffiti abatement program and 

additional enforcement team to resolve prevalent issues in the community. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 
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